
 COPING WITH CRISIS:  

HOSPITALITY, SECURITY, AND  

THE SEARCH FOR FAITHFUL CONNECTIONS 
This book offers essays on ‘crisis’ and practical theology written by 
participants in the IAPT conference ‘Coping with Crisis’ organized in Leuven, 
2021. Here crisis is considered as a multidimensional phenomenon that 
includes a sense of threat and also a sense of opportunity. The various 
contributions in this volume each depart from a specific context or locality of 
practices of people and communities in the midst of some form of crisis. 
Against the background of a practice-oriented approach, different questions 
come to the fore, which will be addressed throughout this volume. How can a 
particular experience of crisis be (theologically) understood? How is this 
experience connected with or embedded in a particular social context? How 
does the phenomenon of faith relate to this experience? What do we mean 
when speaking about ‘coping’ with crisis? What are the core values that play a 
role in such an expression? How is living with crisis embodied in particular 
situations and how might faith communities act in such situations? The 
volume has been structured along five main aspects of the crisis experience 
where connections with the phenomenon of faith might be located and 
further explored: (1) Justice, (2) Uncertainty and fear, (3) Belonging, (4) Care, 
and (5) Being church. 
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1. Making space at the table or turning the table?                   Nadine Bowers du Toit 

2. Ecological crisis: Enabling resilience through developing ecological virtues 

Celia Deane-Drummond 

3. Kenotic hospitality, disruption, and loving an Other 

Amy Casteel, Néstor Medina, Dorottya Nagy, Kaia Rønsdal 

4. Socio-economic, political and ethical components of the crisis                     Johan Verstraeten 

5. Concepts of care in fundamentalist and non-fundamentalist faith communities 

Constanze Thierfelder 

6. Dealing with uncertainty                Kristin Merle, Anita Watzel 

7. Addressing fear as a form of diakonia: Public engagement of the church 

Adela Muchova 

8. Open wounds                   Bess Brooks 

9. Participation in times of social crisis            Neil Pembroke 

10. At-Homeness, placemaking, and holy anticipation            Bonnie E. Lin 

11. Crisis as displacement and opportunity. Reflections on the way South Sudanese women     

       cope with war in refugee camps.          Tulimelli Srinivasa Rao 

12. Ordinary pastoral care                 Theo Pleizier 

13. Looking for spirituality in the context of a pandemic in the province of Quebec, Canada 

Elaine Champagne 

14. Pastoral care and dementia        Katharina Krause 

15. Children, religious practices, and spirituality in the post-war context of Sri Lanka 

Sr. Anne Anita Lambert 

16. Managing crisis         Sr. Patricia Santos 

17. The unacknowledged presence of Catholicism in secularized Dutch society 

Kees de Groot 

18. Spiritual abuse in the Catholic Church           Klaus Kiessling 

19. Church in crisis: Coping strategies and reform stress               Isolde Karle 

20. Neither cross nor catalyst               Dustin Benac 
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